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SECTION 1 OF 2 BUENOS AIRES 3133 

E . O . 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS SHUM AR 

SUBJECT: DETENTION OF LA OPINION'S DIRECTOR JACOBO TIMERMAN 

REF: (A) STATE 90875, (B) STATE92286, (C) BUENOS AIRES 3052, 

(D) BUENOS AIRES 3054 

1. HECTOR TIMERMAN, AGE 23, THANKED EMBASSY FOR DEPARTMENT'S 
EXPRESSION OF CONCERN FOR HIS FATHER, JACOBO TIMERMAN, WHICH WE 
INFORMED HIM, HAD BEEN TRANSMITTED TO GOA "INFORMALLY VIA DIPLO- 
MATIC CHANNELS." 

2. THE SON STATED THAT, AS JACOBO WAS BEING HELD INCOMMUNICADO 
IN LA PLATA UNDER THE EXECUTIVE POWER, NONE OF THE FAMILY HAD 
SEEN HIM YET. HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO THOSE (ENRIQUE JARA AND RAMIRO 
DE CASABELLAS) WHO WERE REQUIRED TO PARTICIPATE IN A CROSS EXAM- 
INATION WITH TIMERMAN, HE APPEARED TO BE IN A BAD MENTAL STATE. 

AS FAR AS THEY COULD TELL, HOWEVER, HE HAD NOT BEEN TORTURED. 

3. COMMENTING ON WHAT APPEARS TO BE PARTS OF TIMERMAN' S SWORN 
TESTIMONY TO THE POLICE, WHICH WAS REPRINTED AT LENGTH IN 
"LA PRENSA" OF APR 26, EDITOR MARIO DIAMENT (WHO ACCOMPANIED 
THE SON TO THE EMBASSY) STATED THAT HE BELIEVED THAT TIMERMAN' S 
AFFIRMATIONS OF BEING A "LEFT- Z IONIST" AND A "MARXIST" WERE 
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MADE OF HIS OWN FREE WILL, ALTHOUGH PROBABLY TAKEN OUT OF 
CONTEXT DELIBERATELY, ACCORDING TO D I AMENT, T I MERMAN REGARDS 
HIMSELF AS A MARXIST, BUT ANTI -COMMUNIST, INTELLECTUAL AND A 
ZIONIST IN THE SENSE THAT HE SUPPORTS THE EXISTENCE OF THE 
STATE OF ISRAEL. 

4. IN RESPONSE TO OUR QUESTION, HECTOR STATED THAT AT ONE TIME 
DAVID GRAIVER HAD A 45 PERCENT INTEREST IN THE TWO ENTERPRISES "OLTA" 

AND "GUSTAVO", AND T I MERMAN AND ABRAHAM ROTEMBERG HAD 55 PERCENT. 

HOWEVER, GRAIVER' S SHARE WAS REDUCED SO THAT AT PRESENT HIS 

HEIRS HAVE NO MORE THAN A 2 PERCENT INTEREST. AT NO TIME, HECTOR 
STATED, WAS GRAIVER REPRESENTED ON THE BOARD NOR DID HE TAKE 
ANY PART IN THE NEWSPAPER'S DECISIONMAKING. 

5. NOTING THAT THE LEGAL JUSTIFICATION FOR JACOBO'S PREVENTIVE 
DETENTION HAD BEEN SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCED FROM SUSPICION OF SUB- 
VERSIVE LINKS TO "ECONOMIC CRIMES UNRELATED TO SUBVERSION," HECTOR 
SAID HE BELIEVED THAT THIS RELATED TO THE ACCUSATION BY GRAIVER' S 
WIDOW, LIDIA PAPALEO, THAT TIMERMAN HAD FAILED TO HOLD A STOCK- 
HOLDERS MEETING, AS REQUIRED BY ARGENTINE LAW BEFORE INCREASING 
THE ENTERPRISE'S CAPITAL IN ORDER TO REDUCE GRAIVER' S SHARE OF 
OWNERSHIP. HECTOR DENIED MRS. GRAIVER' S CHARGES SAYING THAT 

A STOCKHOLDERS MEETING WAS DULY HELD AT THE TIME. 

6. HECTOR DENIED THAT EXPRESIDENT LANUSSE HELD ANY SHARES IN 
THE ENTERPRISE. 

7. NEITHER HECTOR NOR DIAMENT HAD ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING 
THE WHEREABOUTS OF THE MISSING EDGARDO SAJON. 

8. ASKED WHY HE THOUGHT HIS FATHER HAD BEEN JAILED IN THE FIRST 
PLACE, HECTOR SAID HE BELIEVED THAT THE PROVINCIAL POLICE AND 
ARMY OFFICERS WHO INITIATED THE INVESTIGATION WERE INSPIRED BY 
ANTISEMITISM AND WERE SEEKING TO TAKE OVER THE GOVERNMENT. 

SOMEWHAT EXCITEDLY HE LIKENED THE PRESENT CLIMATE IN ARGENTINA 
TO THAT IN GERMANY JUST BE FORE HITLER'S PUTSCH. DIAMENT 


PAGE 03 BUENOS 03133 01 OF 02 281906Z 

FEARED THAT PRESIDENT VIDELA WOULD BE UNABLE TO REIN IN FIRST 
CORPS COMMANDER GENERAL SUAREZ MASON AND GOVERNOR ST. JEAN. 
DIAMENT NOTED THAT SUAREZ MASON WAS DUE TO BE RETIRED BY THE END 
OF THIS YEAR UNDER ARMY REGULATIONS AND SO HE HAD TO MOVE SOON 
IF HE WIDHED TO SEIZE POWER. 


•Current Class : 

’Current Handling: n/a 
Document Number: 1977BUENOS03133 



Current Class : 


Page : 2 


Current Class : 

Current Handling: n/a 
Document Number: 1977BUENOS03133 




Case Number: 200000044 


Page : 3 
Channel: n/a 


9. DIAMENT THOUGHT THAT A POPULAR MOOD MIGHT BE CREATED TO SINGLE 
OUT JEWISH FIRMS AND ALLEGED THAT THE 
COUP PLOTTERS WERE BEING SUPPORTED BY FINANCIAL 
INTERESTS WHICH STOOD TO GAIN COMMERCIALLY FROM THE INVESTIGA- 
TION. DIAMENT ALLEGED THAT "LA PRENSA'S" PULICATION OF 
EXTRACTS FROM T I MERMAN' S TESTIMONY WAS PRIMA FACIE EVIDENCE 
THAT THOSE LEAKING THE INFORMATION HAD " GRADUATED " FROM THE 
PROVINCIAL PAPER "LA NUEVA PROVINCIA" TO THE "BIG TIME" AND 
THAT "LA PRENSA" WAS BECOMING THE MOUTHPIECE FOR THE HARDLINE CON- 
SPIRATORS. "LA NACION" AND "CLARIN" HAD BENEFITED HANDILY FROM 
THE SALE OF GRAIVER'S PAPER PLANT, "PAPEL PRENSA," AT WINDFALL 
PRICES. ANOTHER FIRM FINANCING GENERAL SUAREZ MASON'S AMBI- 
TIONS, D I AMENT CHARGED, WAS AFTER GRAIVER'S BRISTOL COMMERCIAL 
CENTER COMPLEX IN A CHOICE SITE ADJACENT TO THE CASINO IN MAR 
DEL PLATA. 


10. ACCORDING TO "LA PRENSA," AND SUBSEQUENTLY REPEATED IN OTHER 
LOCAL NEWSPAPERS, TIMERMAN HAS TESTIFIED THAT GRAIVER ORIGINALLY 
HELD 45 PERCENT IN "LA OPINION, " TIMERMAN 45 PERCENT AND RUTEMBERG 
10 PERCENT. HOWEVER, MRS. GRAIVER ALLEGED THAT RUTEMBERG' S SHARES 
REALLY BELONGED TO GRAIVER AND THAT SHE HAD HIS CERTIFICATES IN HER 
POSSESSION. ACCORDING TO HER STATEMENT, RUTEMBERG RECEIVED PAYMENT, 
PRESUMABLY FOR THESE SHARES, IN 1976. ACCORDING TO "LA PRENSA'S" 
ACCOUNT, FOLLOWING GRAIVER'S DEATH, TIMERMAN, WITHOUT GIVING 
DUE NOTICE TO THE GRAIVER FAMILY, REORGANIZED THE CAPITAL OF 
"OLTA" SO THAT TIMERMAN ACQUIRED A 65 PERCENT INTEREST, RUTEMBERG 
30 PERCENT AND THE GRAIVERS ' INTEREST WAS REDUCED TO 5 PERCENT. IN 
THE SAME WAY, "GUSTAVO" WAS REORGANIZED SO THAT TIMERMAN ACQUIRED 
68 PERCENT, RUTEMBERG 30 PERCENT AND THE GRAIVER ESTATE REDUCED TO 
2 PERCENT. 
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11. IN A SEPARATE CONVERSATION WITH THE AMBASSADOR, "HERALD" 
EDITOR ROBERT COX STATED THAT HE ALSO HAD HEARD THAT TIMERMAN 
WAS IN BAD MENTAL SHAPE, CRYING, ETC. COMMENTING ON TIMERMAN' S 
ALLEGED TESTIMONY AS LEAKED TO THE PRESS, COX'S 
EDITORIAL OF APRIL 27 NOTED THAT IT 
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SMACKED OF THE CONFESSIONS OF "CRIMES AGAINST THE PEOPLE" SO 
TYPICAL OF EAST EUROPEAN POLITICAL TRIALS. "YET, "NOTED THE 
"HERALD'S" EDITORIAL, "EVEN IN THE LEAKS (WHICH ARE FROM UN- 
NAMED SOURCES), MR. TIMERMAN IS NOT CHARGED WITH INVOLVEMENT IN 
SUBVERSION. THE FINANCIAL JUGGLING DENOUNCED SOUNDS SUSPECT; 

BUT WE ARE BEING FED ALLEGATIONS, NOT PROOF. SOME THINGS WITH 
WHICH HE IS CHARGED, OR IS ALLEGED TO HAVE CONFESSED, ARE QUITE 
RIDICULOUS. WHAT IS WRONG WITH BEING A LEFTWING ZIONIST? IT 
SOUNDS LIKE ONE OF MR. TIMERMAN' S JOKES. IS IT WRONG TO HAVE 
SET UP A NEWSPAPER ALONG THE LINES OF "LE MONDE" (THAT WAS 
CERTAINLY NO SECRET) ... IF MR. TIMERMAN IS SUSPECTED OF COMMITTING 
A CRIME, HE SHOULD BE TRIED IN A COURT OF LAW." 

12 .• THE MILITARY EVIDENTLY ALSO ARE HAVING SECOND THOUGHTS ABOUT 
THE PRESS LEAKS. IN AN APPARENT ATTEMPT TO QUELL THE WAVE OF 
RUMORS, THE FIRST ARMY COMMAND, PRESUMABLY REFLECTING THE OUT- 
LOOK OF ARMY G4 GENERAL GALLINO, THE MILITARY INVESTIGATING JUDGE 
APPOINTED BY PRESIDENT VIDELA IN THE GRAIVER AFFAIR, ISSUED A 
WARNING THAT PRESS ACCOUNTS CONCERNING THE INVESTIGATION WERE 
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE EDITORS WHO PUBLISHED THEM. 

13. ENRIQUE JARA'S INTERVIEW WITH THE URUGUAYAN "MUNDO COLOR" 

HAS BEEN REPRINTED HERE STATING THAT HE 

HAD BEEN OFFERED A POSITION IN THE OAS (AS EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE) BY THE UNITED STATES; 

HE IS ALSO QUOTED AS SAYING HE HAD BROKEN WITH TIMERMAN AND WOULD 
NEVER WORK WITH HIM AGAIN, EVEN IF TIMERMAN WERE FOUND NOT GUILTY 
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OF THE CHARGES AGAINST HIM, BECAUSE TIMERMAN HAD LIED TO JARA (PRE- 
SUMABLY ABOUT THE OWNERSHIP ARRANGEMENT IN "LA OPINION"). 

14. "LA OPINION" HAS ANNOUNCED THAT DURING THE FORCED ABSENCE 
OF JACOBO TIMERMAN, THE EDITORIAL STAFF UNDER THE DIRECTION 
OF CASABELLAS WAS ASSUMING RESPONSIBILITY. FOR THE NEWSPAPER'S 
EDITORIAL POLICY. DIAMENT TOLD US THIS WAS INTENDED TO MINI- _ 

MIZE THE POSSIBILITY OF ANY FURTHER MOVES BY THE GOVERNMENT 
AGAINST THE NEWSPAPER. IN RESPONSE TO OUR QUESTION, HECTOR 
DENIED THAT THE PAPER WAS IN ANY FINANCIAL DIFFICULTY AND ASSERTED 
THE NEWSPAPER WOULD CONTINUE TO BE PUBLISHED UNLESS IT WERE 
INTERVENED BY THE MILITARY AUTHORITIES. 

15. THE EDITORS OF "LA OPINION" ALSO CALLED FOR A THOROUGH IN- 
VESTIGATION OF THE GRAIVER AFFAIR "TO ITS ULTIMATE CONSEQUENCES." 

(FRANCISCO MANRIQUE, WHOSE HOME HAS ALSO BEEN FEATURED PROMIN- 
ENTLY IN THE ACCUSATIONS THAT HAVE CIRCULATED, ALSO CALLED FOR 

A THOROUGH INVESTIGATION IN HIS NEWSPAPER. MANRIQUE DEFENDED 
GRAIVER, SAYING THAT THERE HAD NOT BEEN ANY IMPUTATIONS 
AGAINST HIS MORAL CHARACTER WHEN HE SERVED AS SECRETARY IN 
MANRIQUE' S MINISTRY OF SOCIAL WELFARE IN THE LANUSSE GOVERNMENT. 

IF GRAIVER WAS SUBSEQUENTLY CORRUPTED, MANRIQUE WROTE, LET'S 
FIND OUT WHO CORRUPTED HIM NO MATTER WHETHER THE CORRUPTERS 
WEAR MILITARY UNIFORMS, ARE MEN OF THE CLOTH, OR FROM ANY 
OTHER WALK OF LIFE.) 

16. COMMENT: WHILE AS WE HAVE REPORTED EARLIER, ANTISEMITISM 
TO SOME DEGREE HAS MOTIVATED THOSE WHO INITIATED THE INVESTI- 
GATION, THIS IS NOT THE MAJOR ELEMENT IN THE GRAIVER AFFAIR. 

THE TIMERMAN BOY'S COMPARISONS WITH NAZI GERMANY ARE GROSSLY 
EXAGGERATED. HOWEVER, THE JEWISH COMMUNITY IS CONCERNED THAT, 

BECAUSE OF THE HIGH PROFILE OF JEWS INVOLVED IN THIS CASE, IT 
COULD LEAD TO A SNOWBALLING EFFECT OF FURTHER ANTISEMITIC 
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